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*N  KXTRACT’ TAKEN FROM HER 
PAPER READ BEFORE 'SHE CON
FERENCE OF COLORED» CLERGY' 
HELD SN SOI; LUKE’S C 011C H , 
AVASHINEaOM, Di S .y SEPTEMBER, 
1886.

i t  f j S  CifciM’srh worke-Es we 
@/x. m ust coEtfess ou.rr path  

of (h»t v in* less obvii»us;oc Bather 
our ab ility  to adap t our maehin- 
t r y  to chub eoeaeptiioffl of the  
pecu liar exigencies of thi* work 
as tau g h t by experieixse-andi our 
own conscuomnes» of the Heeds 
of the Negro, is as y e t not de
monstrable-.. F lex ib ility  and 
aggressiveness are ®ot such 
strong eharacteris-iie ©f the  
Church of to-day a» i.a th e  D ark  
Ages..

As a  Mission, field1 ifer the 
Church the Southern Negro is 
an some aspects most promising; 
in others,, perplexing. Aliens 
neither in language and customs, 
nor in associations and sympa
thies, naturally ©f deeply rooted 
religious instincts' and taking 
most readily and kindly ti©»the 
worship- andi teachings' of the 
Church, surely the task of 
proselytising the American Ne
gro is infinitely less- formidable 
than th a t which confronted the 
Church in-: the Barbarians of 
Europe. Btesides, th is  people 
already look to th e  Church, as 

UHE HOPE OF
their race. Thinking colored 
men almost uniformly admit 
th a t the Protestant Episcopal 
Church with, its q,uiet, chaste 
dignity and deeorous solemnity, 
its instructive and elevating 
ritual, its bright chanting and 
joyous hymning,, is eminently 
fitted to correct the peculiar 
faults of worship— the rank 
exuberance and often ludicrous 
demonstrativeness of their peo
ple. Yet, strange to say, the 
Church, claiming to  be- mission^ 
ary and Catholic, urging that 
schism is sin and denomination- 
alism inexeueable,hasmadeinall 
these years almost no inroads 
upon this semi-civilized religion
ism.

Harvests from this over ripe 
field of home missions have been 
gathered in by Methodists^.

Baptists, and not least by Congre- 
gationaliats, who were unknown 
to  the Freedmen before tbeir 
emancipation.

Our clergy numbers less than 
two dozen* priests of Negro 
blood and we have hardly more 
than one self-supporting colored 
congregation im the  entire South
land. W hile the organization 
known as the A. M. E. church 
has 14,0@.3 ministers, initerant 
and local, 4,060 self-supporting 
churches-, 4,275 Sunday-schools, 
with property valued a t$ 7 ,772,- 
¡294, raising yearly for church 
purposes $1,427,000.

Stranger and more significant 
¡than- all, the leading men of this 
race- (I do not mean demagogues 
and politicians., but men ©1 in
tellect, heart, and raeedevotion, 
men to whom the  elevation of 

jtheir people means more than 
¡personal ambition and sordid 
¡gain— and' the men of that stamp 
'have not all died yet) the Chris
tian workers for the race, of 

(younger and more cultured 
growth, are  noticeably drifting 
(into, sectarian ehurche», i»any o 
¡them declaring all thetim e that 
they acknowledge the

HISTORIC CLAIMS 
of the Church, believe herapos- 
toliaity, and would experience 
greater personal comfort, spirit
ual and intellectual, in her 
revered communion. I t  is a 
fact which any on® may verify 
for himself, tha t representative 
colored men, professing tha t in 
their heart of hearts they are 
Episcopalians, are actually work
ing in  Methodist and Baptist 
pulpits; while the ranks of the 
Episcopal clergy are  left to be 
filled largely by mem who cer
tainly suggest the propriety of 
a “perpetual Diaconate’” if they 
cannot be said to have' created 

¡the necessity for it.
! Now where is the trouble? 
(Something must be wrong. 
¡W hat is it? j

A certain Southern Bishop of 
¡our Church reviewing

THE SITUATION,
I w hether in Godly anxiety or in 
¡“Gothic antipathy” I know not, 
deprecates the fact that the col
ored people do not seem drawn  
to the Episcopal Church, aqd 
comes to the sage conclusion that

*The published report for ’91 shows 26 priests tor the entire country, including one not engaged in work and one a professor in a non sectarian school, since made Dean of an Episcopal Annex to Howard University known, as King Hall.

the Church is not adapted to 
the rude untutored ininds ofthe 
Freedmen, and that they may 
be left to go to the Methodists 
and Baptists w hither their racial 
proclivities undeniably tend. 
How' the good Bishop can agree 
that all-foreseeing Wisdom, and 
Catholic Love would have 
framed His Church as typified in 
his seamless garment and un
broken body, and yet not leave 
it broad enough and deep enough 
and loving enough to seek and 
save and hold seven millions of 
God’s poor, I cannot see.

But the doctors whilediscuss- 
ing their scientifically conclusive 
diagnosis of the disease, will 
perhaps not think it presump
tuous in the patient if he dares 
to suggest where at least the 
pain is. If this be allowed, a 
Black woman o f  the South 
who would beg to point out two 
possible oversights in this south
ern work which may indicate in 
part both a cause and a remedy 
for some failure. The first is 
not calculating for the Black 

?thfiAn.’s personality; not having 
respect, if  I  may so express it, 
to his

MANHOOD 
or deferring at all to his concep
tions of the needs of his people. 
When colored persons have been 
employed it was too often as 
machines or manikins. There 
has been no disposition, gener
ally, to get the black man’s ideal 
or to let his individuality work 
by its own gravity, as it were. 
A conference of earnest Christian 
men have met a t regular inter
vals for some years past to  dis
cuss the best methods of 
promoting the welfare and de
velopment of colored people in 
this country. Yet, strange as it 
may seem, they have never 
invited a colored man or even 
intimated that one would be 
welcome to take part in their 
deliberations. Their remedial 
contrivances are purely theoret
ical or

EMPIRICAL,
therefore, and the whole ma
chinery devoid of soul.

The second important over
sight in iny judgment is closely 
allied to thin and probably grows 
out of it, and that is not devel
oping Negro womanhood as an 
essential fundamental for the 
elevation of the race, and utiliz
ing this agency in extending the 
work of the Church.

Of the first I  have possibly 
already presumed to say too

much since it does not strictly 
come within the province of my 
subject. However. Macaulav 
somewhere criticises the Church 
of England as not knowing how 
to use lunatics, and declares that 
had Ignatius Loyola been in the 
the Anglican instead of the Ro
man communion, the Jesuits 
would have been schismatics 
instead of Catholics; and if the 
religious awakenings of the Wes
leys had been in Rome, she 
would have shaven their heads, 
tied ropes around their waists, 
and sent them out under her 
own banner and blessing. 
W hether this be true or not, 
tliere is certainly a vast amount 
of force potential for Negro 
evangelization rendered lament, 
or worse, antagonistic by the 
halting, uncertain, I had almost 
said, tr im  ruing policy of the 
Church in the South. This may 
sound both presumptuous and 
ungrateful. It is mortifying, 1 
know, to Iwnevolent wisdom, 
after having spent itself in the 
execution of well conned theories 
focjLparticubir work, to hear 
perhaps the

WEAKEST AND HUMBLEST 
element of that work asking 
“what doest thou?”

i e t  so it will be in life.
“ thus far and no farther” 
tern cannot be fitted to 
growth in God’s kingdom, 
universal law of development is 
“onward and upward.” I t  is 
God-given and inviolable. From 
the unfolding of the germ in the 
acorn to reach the sturdy oak, 
to the growth of a human soul 
into the full knowledge ana 
likeness of its Creator, the 
breadth and scope o fth e  move
ment in each and all are too 
grand, too mysterious, too like 
God himself, to be encompassed 
and locked down in human 
molds.

After all the  Southern slave 
owners were right: the very
alphabet of intellectual growth 
must be forbidden and the Ne
gro dealt with absolutely as a 
chattel having neither rights nor 
responsibilities; or else the 
clamps and irons of mental and 
moral, as well as civil compres
sion must be riven asunder and 
the tru ly  enfranchised soul led 
to the  entrance of that boundless 
vista through which is to toil 
upwards to its beckoning God 
as the buried seed germ to meet 
the sun.”

A p e r p e t u a l  c o lo r e d  d ia c o n -
(CoNTINUED ON 2nd. PA G E .)

The
pat-
any
The
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“ FO R  ZIO N ’S SA K E I  W IL L  NOT 
HOLD M Y P E A C E .”

REV. GEoi F . BRAGG, J R .,  E d i t o r .  
1605 M cE L D E R R Y  ST R EE T .

T h e  C h u r c h  A d v o c a t e  is a weekly 
new spaper published in  the  interests o f the Colored Race in general, and  in  the interest of the E piscopal Church in 
particu lar.

' SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
One year (strictly  in advance)  $1.00
Six m onths---------------------------------------.60
T hree m onths----------------------------------- .30
One m onth----------------------------------------12

Renewals, &c.—I f  you do no t w an t the 
A d v o c a t e  continued for another year 
after your subscription has run ou t, you 
then notify us by a Postal Card to  d is
con tinue it. The courts have decided 
th a t  subscribers to  new spapers who do 
no t order the ir papers d iscon tinued  at 
th e  expira tion  of the  tim e for w hich it  
has been pa id , are held  liable for the paym ent o f the ir subscrip tion  up to the 
d a te  when they order the  paper discon
tinued .

We w ant agents, especially, in  all the 
Colored Parishes and Missions in  the 
country , and the  various pastors w ill 
grea tly  a id  us by suggesting some su ita 
ble person to  whom  a liberal commission 
w ill be given.

E n te red  at the  B altim ore, M d., P o s t 
Office as  second class m a il m a tte r .

W e  desire to assure our dear 
Brother, the editor of the “Afro- 
Americah,” this city, of our great 
appreciation for Ins kindly notices 
o f us respecting our views of Church 
work. The ‘Afro-American’ has, 
more than once, reproduced our 
editorials in full, and most pleas
ingly commented thereupon. Our 
contemporary rightly observes that 
“denominationally” such concerns 
him not at all, but, for its bearing 
upon tbe progress of the race it be
comes a matter of general inter
est. W e are happy that our dear 
Baptist neighbour thus manifests a 
lively interest in all that concerns 
Racial advancement, and we feel 
sure that with such growing dispo
sition on the part of the race, all ot 
us will the more be benefitted, 
especially in the realization, more 
and more, of the blessed fruits of 
Christian Charity.

“A V o i c e  from the South by a  
Black Woman of the South,” is a 
most worthy contribution to cur
rent Literature. The book is by 
Mrs. Annie J . Cooper, a widow of 
a deceased clergyman of our Church. 
Mrs. Cooper was for some time one 
of the instructors in the St. Augus
tine’s Collegiate Institute, Raleigh, 
hT. C. She is at present one of the 
instructors in the High School, of 
Washington, H. C. This book is 
beyond doubt, about the best thing 
of its kind, yet issuing from Afro- 
Americans. We hope, subsequently, 
to give other extracts from it. I t  is 
beautifully and artistically gotten 
up and its contents prove, beyond 
a doubt, its author to be one of the 
brightest and most pleasing writers 
ftmong the women of any race in 
ftny country.

c o n t e n t s :
Womanhood a Vital Element in 

the Regeneration and Progress of a Race.
The Higher Education of Woman.
“Woman rs. The Indian.”
The Status of Woman in America
Has America a Race Problem; 

It so, How- can it best be solved?
The Negro as presented in American Literature.
W hat are We Worth.The Gain from a Belief
Mrs. Cooper says:
“America needs the Negro for ballast if for nothing else. His tropical warmth and spontaneous 

emotionalism may form no unseenly counterpart to the cold and ealeu 
bating Anglo-Saxon. And then his instinct for law and order, his in
born respect for authority, his inaptitude for rioting and anarchy, his gentleness and cheerfulness as a 
laborer, and his deep-rooted taith in God, prove indispensable and 
invaluable elements in a nation menaced as America is, by anarchy, socialism, communism and scepti
cism poured in with all the jailbirds from the continents of Europe 
and Asia.”

The price of the book is $1.25.
The Southern Churchman, re

marks:
“Great and glorious ;s the incar

nation of Christ; yet we are never told in the inspired word, that we are saved by the birth ot Christ; always saved by his death: it is not the life but the blood of Christ that 
cleanses from sin.”

And yet we would like to under
stand how our Lord, as we know 
of him, God-Man,could have “saved 
us by his death” without, first, be
ing born. I t  is very important to 
emphasize the atoning work of our 
Lord, but is that sufficient? Is that 
the solo article of the Catholic 
Faith?

But what saith the Church?
“ Who for us men, a n d  f o r  o u r  

s a l v a t i o n  came down from heaven, 
and was Incarnate of the HoJy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucilied also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father.”

In most soloiim Litany we pray:
“By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy lioly Nativity and 

Circumcision; by thy Baptism, Fasting and Temptation; By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy 
Cross and Passion; by thy Glorious Ressurrection and Ascension and 
by tbe coming of the Holy Ghost, 

G o o d  L o r d  D e l i v r r  us.
POOR LA ZA lillS.

T h e  Church, for this partiaular 
work, needs m o n e y  and she ought 
to have it. The work in our large 
cities should from the very start be 
equipped for aggressive work. We 
need Church training schools of 
high order for our girls and women. 
W e need other agencies of mercy

and help. W hat is the trouble? 
The Church is anxious to gather 
these souls into her fold! She has 
plenty money, no dbureli so liich as 
onr Episcopal Church.

Beautiful pulpits and lecterns,- 
exquisite vestments, magnificent 
organs, lovely flowers and music ! ! ! 
But the money—to make strong 
missionary centres to assist in the 
Regeneration of an entire race of 
human beings—where is ¡it? How 
shall w<e get it?

“There was a certain rich map, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day: And there was :a certain beggar named Lazarus, which 
was laid at his gate, full of sores. And desiring to he fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores.”

There are many who are clothed 
in purple and fine linen and who 
fare sumptuously ©very day. And 
there is th a t poor .race dying at 
their gate “full of sores” “desiring 
to he fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table.” 
“The.crumbs,” even the,loose mon
ey, or its equivalent, such a sum, 
as that spent for music, flowers and 
the like would go far ¡towards re
moving these “sores;” moral, intel
lectual and material “sores” the 
legacy of slavery. A t the right 
hand ot the Majesty .on high He 
doth not forget his oppressed child
ren. Respecting his Kingdom and 
many ot its members it was said 
hundreds of years before His biitk;

“He shall deliver the poor when 
he erieth, the needy also and him that hath no helper.He shall be favourable to tbe simple and -needy, and -shall preserve the souls of the poor.

He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong, and dear shall tlieir blood be in IBs sight ”
“The poor shall not always be 

forgotten.”

B i s h o p  Brooks, dhe great preach
er, is dead. He died in Boston læ t 
Monday morning. He was a great 
man. Afro-Americans feel his lost 
very greatly. He was always the 
dciender of their rights, yea he 
believed in the actual Brotherhood 
of Man. His benevolence and 
Christian concern for our people 
was not limited to those of our own 
communion. There are very ¡few 
Afro-American Christian institu
tions, Church or sectarian, of any 
standing, that did not receive his 
active and enthusiastic support. 
Ne ver shall we forget his speech at 
the General Convention oflS89, in 
New York, when others 
wjtli their beautiful theories 
respecting the Church and Catholic 
doctrine, went square back on us, 
he stood up with all of his native 
eloquence and impregnable force 
ridiculing and tearing to pieces the 
spirit of “caste” threatening to se
riously obtain in the Church’s 
treatment of Afro-American work.

Our cause can ill-afford to loose 
such valuable defenders. ¡Bishop 
Brooks was a ¡radical mail respect
ing the qpiri* -of '“caste” in the 
Churtih of God and .never failed to 
lift qp his voice iin -stamping it out.

“A VOICE ¡FROM THE SOUTH."
( C o n t i n u e d  -p r o m  1 s t  P a g e .)  

ate, carefully and kindly superintended by the white clergy; congre
gations of shiny faced peasants with their clean white aprons and sun- bonnets catechised at regular 
intervals and taught <to recite the cieed, the Lord’s prayer and tbe ten commandments—duty towards God 
and duty towards neighbor, surely such well-tended sheep ought to be 
grateful to their shepherds and content in that station oflife to which 
it pleased God to call them. True, like the old professor lecturing to 
his solitary student, we make no provision here for irregularities. “Questions must be kept till after 
class, or dispensed with altogether. That some do ask questions and 
insist,on answers, in.class.teo, must be both impertinent and annoying. Let, not our spiritual pastors and masters however be grieved at such self-assertion -as merely signifies we 
have a destiny to fulfill and as moral id women we .must b e  a b o u t  o u r
FA 'T H E R ’s  BU 8INESS.I t  is-a mistake to suppose that the Negro ¡is prejudiced against a 
white ¡ministry? Naturally there is not a more kindly and implicit follower of a white man’s guidance 
than the average

COLORED PEASANT.W hat would to others be an ordinary act of friendly or pastoral 
interest he would bo more inclined to regard gratefully as a condescension. And lie never ¡forgets such 
kindness. ‘Could the Negro be brought ¡near to his white priest or bishop,die is not suspicious. Lleis not only willing but often longs to uriburden his soul to this intelligent 
guide. There are no reservatione 
when lie is« convinced that you are his friend? I t  is a saddening satire on American history and manners 
tbatiit'takes something to,convince him.That-our ¡people are not-“drawn” to:a church whose chief dignitaries 
they ¡see only , in the chancel, and whom they ¡reverer.ee as ¡they 
woffi’d-a ¡painting or an angdl,whose life -never comes down to and toudiesftheirs with the 'inspiration 
of an -objective reality, may lie ‘¡perplexing” truly (American caste and American Christianity 
both being tacts) butiit need-no tbe 
surprising. There must be some
thing d'f human nature Iin it, the same as that whidh brought about that “ the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among ,-us” that He might “draw” us.towards God.Men are not drawn by abstractions. Oiily sympathy and love

CAN DRAW , ANDuntil our Clinrdh ;in America realizes this and,provides -a clergy 
that can come in touch with our dife and have a tfellow feeling 
with our woos, without being frozen 
up in their “Gothic antipathies,” the good Bishops are likely to continue •‘(perplexed” by the sparsity of colored Episcopalians.

“ Church work” is not our work 
for the church, but the church’s woi‘k for Christ. Christ is the-ob
ject, we,the church, are the workers

Baltimore Church Advocate, Baltimore, Maryland, US
Jan 28, 1893, Page 4

https://newspaperarchive.com/baltimore-church-advocate-jan-28-1893-p-4/

https://newspaperarchive.com/baltimore-church-advocate-jan-28-1893-p-4/
https://newspaperarchive.com

