A BYSTANDER'S NOTES.

Two books have recently been published
which are worthy of attention; not less for what
they ara than for what they indicates they are
eatitled “Dassalines™ and “A Voica from the
South,”

The former is adrama by a colored man,
Willlam E. Easton, Galveston, Texas; tho other
2 volome of essays by Aona Jalia Cooper, a.
colored woman of Xeaia, Oaio. ¢

Aoy one who wishes to study atfirst hand the
most important element of the race problem in
America, to-wit: ths relation of the bast
products of ths raco its>1f to this great problem,
can not do better than to order thase two books.
The Bystander does not know tho price of either
of thom, but would jidge from the genmeral
make-up that § would ba about $1 each.

£ 3
The first thing that will impress ths cultared
reader of thoss books will ba the general taste-
fainess and accuracy of the works themselres,
and the next will bo the accaracy and finish of
the litorary styls of the aunthors. Not only is
thers nothing loud or garish about these books,
but there is to be found through them both an
indescrib®® charm of finish and verbal ex-
actitud rarely excellal in the work of contem-
vorary writers, Tho habit of a lifotime has made
tho Bystander's pencil almost infallible i its
indication of verbal inaccuracy, which is, after
all, the vory highest test of titerary merit. The
word which exactly fills ths place whera it is
nsed'-is neither too Iarge nor too smalt for the
sorvica assianed or ths thought it is commls.
sioned to coavey—is to literary workmanship
what the perfecs note is to music. It may be
slurred a littls, oftoa . is withont coustituting
actual faglt, as the rush ‘of some greatmove-
meat may oven hide or excnse a false note now.

by the editor,
tickets, do not prevail in thes> Stat:s. All
Hckets are of the sama class, or if thers is ever
8 socond-class ticket sold thers muat also be
saparats cars for whits and colored sacond-clasa
passengers. The only trains which ars per-
mitted 1o carry whito and colored Ppassangars ia
the samecarin any of these States ars cone
strqcﬁon trains, on which the passenzers ars
their own workmon. Thersisnot a single road
in elther ‘of them 1n which tho separation ia
offected,_ as this editor so particalarly de-
scribos, by a difforence in rate or
of ticket. The colored man pays exactly
the same faro as the white man. but must ride
in;asepuaga caror compartment. There waa
a ‘tima when the
tem abounded on all roadsof tha Sonth; bat
then, thore was alsoa time whea thosa Statea
were the special habitat of the saurians, and the
one is about a3 ancieat history now as the other.
The separate car law was a doathblow to tha

foe two years basa dolag their utmost to biiag:
the quastion of a State’s power to compel pas-
esagers upoa trains to b assorted as to raca ba-
fore the Uaited State sourts “for adjudicatisn.
Such person ought also to koow thatithas
twice boon held that sach a Jaw. i3 uwacoastita-
tionalso far as intsratate passeagars—that is,
Dasseagars goiog frm one Stats into another,
araconcerned. This. howaver, does uot affact
passsngers whosa routolies wholly within a siogls
State. This question will forthe first tiwe
preseated to the Supremy Court in ex parte
Plessy, z,
the Brstander is of counsel for tha plaintif in
error.

from Louisiana, nowpending, wharein

. . .“
Taoe simple fact {s, that ta elght Statesof the

South, it is a crime punishable with flas or im-
p}-isonment for a colorsd man toride in a car
with whits peools, no matter what rate of fars -
he pays ot is willing to pay.

The conditions stated with snch particalarity
in rogard to first and sezoed-clasa

elass

sacond-class  tickat syse

and thon, but oaly precision can'gire the fesling
of fuish which attests ths geauina literary
artist, . )

Racely has the unsparlog’ pencil pasiel so
Lightly over the pagos f a_bzok of essays as it
did over the pagas ‘ot this *Vpice Jfrom _the
South,” which yet has nothing .of thé S.uthin
it,oxe2pt a bit more of vivacity and a littla
morg ovideat desira to pleass, than the asperity
of Northeea cultare usually permits, or atleast

ged, in its feminive d

“Dessalines™ has a touch of Creols ontimont,
andons finds occasionally in its words and
phraies a flavor of French signifcance. no doubt
uaconscious to tho auther and not all ungrato.
ful to one familiar with its origin. These, how-
ever,ars very rars> asd not 50 proaounced as
even to attract the atteation of most readers.
It, too, is singularly simple, clear, and corrsct
inits vorbal quality., Both books impress one
with'a ssns2ol neatness, cara, and -

d-class ticket, b it would oa

evory train at loast four separate cars or com-
partments; one for flrst-class whites, ous, for
second-class whites, acd the sama for_the two
clasaes of colored passengers.

Tnis extract we_have quoted is all the moca

mislaading bocausa it ¢laims -expressly to be tha
statement of one wha knows, iatendad and- da-
sigooed to cet right those who unwittingly have
fallen into error.
brations have no bettor basis of trath than' his
delibarate miastatements as to mandane affairy,
be cartainly can not complain if ‘mea coant him
*“‘a blind leader of the bl'ind."

It the editor’s religious lacu.

s's .
Such imaginary statements as to oasily aséor”

tained facts are lamentably frequent with thosa
who elaim tha placa of “apicitaal Ieadsra.” Aa-
other religions journal, commenting on the ro-
cont Toxas immolation, remarks:

“Itis consoling to know that thess birbarities

tions thoroughness, pleasing in any writer, and
especially gratifylng to note in th) work of au-
thors whose ruental inheritanco has not boen
©ae of paiastaking care—membets of a race not
yot generally froed from the trammals of re-
stricted opportunity and impirfect ‘diction. It
will, porhaps, coms with somithing like a senss
of nopleasant surpriso to some culiarad msn
aod womea who may read this book that there

are
enlightened or religious elements of the South.
They are the work of the low, ruffianly classof
Southern whites whom ths moro raspectabls
eloments aro unable to restrain. Itisnotths
Christian psoplacf the South who are reapen-
sible for theso things.” .

distinguish bstwein fact
(briadiond

partici din pnor approvel by the

This is another 1nstaocs of that inability to
aad the result of aa
haritable 1 in di: ing South

aro persons of this raco who nesd not evaa the
artifice of what i3 termed “dialect™ to place
them oa a high level in that elegance of sim-
plicity which marks the byt usa of our-Eoglish
toogus.

"O

Both of these books are not oaly by eolored
writers but both proc'ed from ths samo motif—
the relation of the. race to C: i
bLumanity and Christian civilization in the new
worid,

“Dessalines" is “a dramatic talo,” based on the
#reat Haytioa struggle for liberty in which the
arrogance of the old rerime of France jnined
haads with the savagery of tha Sans Culotfes
and tho Creols hatred ¢f the slavs,’to overawe
and overprwer thoss whom only the love of
fre>dom madse invincible. Tho hera'of the tale
is Dessalinos, tho black and indomitable lieu-
tenaut of Toussaint L’Orverture. The action of
the piay ia direct and strong; its lanzmags sim-
ple. chaste, and temperate—sometimes startling
in its graphic plaioness, but wholly without
rant, and when the character of its motif is
taken into account, showing a remarkable self.
restraiat and no slight degrea of literary ast, |

The “Voicy from tua South,” on the other-
hand, is a cultivated woman's visw of the gulf
which is set between white: Christian man
and womszhood aad sonls encased ‘in .darker~
hued integ It is not profouid, and there
is in it a somewhat to> abund use of & d

ern condirions. Tie writer simply coacludad,
that it must be so, bocause bie could not imagino
that mea he had known in amiable chzroh re-
latioas ¢ould bo guilty of such ecrim:a againsy
law, humanity, and civilization.

The truth i3 that the so-cilled “hosdlum™ela-

meat” of tho South of whica wa have recently
heard so much has bitherto been the willing
tool of the sx-called “better class™ In certain
parta of tho South they hava very recentls
broken away
clally in Southern Mississippi, which is now
overrun by “poor white’® Ragulators, as ro
ceatly'set furth in these notoa. Mobs of 5,000 and
10,000 do not gather in opea day, howaver, withe
out the approval of the “‘better ciass™ aad ths
active participation of “Southera Chrisdaas”
a fact which tha man who peined this state-
ment must have knowa if he read the. pablishad
accounts of the barbarity.

irom such leadorship, eapae

a*s N
His mistake lay i tne fact that -he qaita

ignored the fundameantal truth that a Coristi-
anity colored by slavery has no regard-for tha
per onalor political rights of thy focmearly en-
slaved race,

The right to easlive included tha powsr to da-

prive the enslared person of all natural righta.

The slave might ask and receive favor, bat_hs

coald havs no right., His porson] his labor, his

progeny belonged to'another to do .with ai:he
1

.Helivel and esjoyed -only oa suifore

hand material and a little prrade of quotation.
But thatis tte fashion of thetimes; the bor—
rowed mattor {s always good, fs aptly us)d in the
main, and shows breadth of reading, keen ob-
servation, and thoroughly good tasto in ssleo-
tion. 'But this halt-faalt is soon forgotten by the
reader ns ha comes to note the doft but s'inging
satire, and keen but not _ill-tempered wit, of the
colored woman whose tactful sell-restraint
avouchés her a culiured lady. Its perusal
"would bs &' new senation to many a white-
souled Christian woman of the “superior racs,”
who, whea tho had pirused its bright pages
from cover to cover, would be forced to admit
that, though she had encoaatered miny a sharp
thrust, sha bhad not recaived oce'awkward or fll-
tempa2rod blow,

Defocts the book may have. I is not so
simplein purpose or profound in fooling ma the
man's work with which itis compared. There
is an evident preparation and sametimes a litile
strainiog for effect; but few fomale writers have
showr. a daintier wit, and few works, eapecially
upon such a difficult sabject, give promiso of a
finer literary art. - ‘

Pl .
Tbe Byatander hasgiven this ususaal_promi-
nonce to thess two books bacause they seam to
mark a distinctly now departure in the literary
production asd intollectual quality of the race.
Aside from newspaper articles; some contro-
versial pamphlets, volumes of sermons apd
specchrs, the colored people of the United
States can scarcely be said to have produced
aoy literature, This is not surprising nor at'a!l
discreditable to them. The bost scion grafted
on the strongost stock reqaires some period of
growth befure it produces frait, and a race by
lew barred from the fields of literature for
two centaries, need at Jeast the ‘life-
time of a gouweration in which to pro-
duce good literary work, The wonder-is not
that it came so late but that it came 56 soon,
and is of guch simple, genuine quality, Except
Mr, Chestnutt, whoso brief norvela wera somo-
thing marvelous in their unpreteantions realimm,
of which there are po mors because prosperity
in other flelds has smothered his rare gift,
hardiy any colored writer has mads a serious at-
tempt in the realm of fiction, and not'ons has
ventured tpon good-tawpared, keen; yet kindly,
discussion of present conditions with any spe-
cific atismpt at literaryexcellence, These bovka
are practically the first fruita of literary culture
of the American negro, That there are not
more is dua in part 10 various causes. A gen-
eration moves with doubt and hesitancy along
d road-which none ot their ancestors have trod.
Politics, religion, and especially ths daily strug-
"Ble for existence have absorbed an nnusaa} pro-
portiop of the race's emergy. The actors in
such intensely dramatic scones as Lave marked
! the days of freedom of this new people have
" raraly power to give expression to its pathos. The
' alave romance has yet to be written by theslave
' desceaded, it indaed any peg can ever depict ita
i lights and shadows. But thqgreat fleld of firat
andsavor will not ba the story of slavery, but the
tale of half-freedom. The groat opportunity
which waits the pen of the colored novelistis
Aot the plantation of yestorday, but the planta.
tion ot to-day. The literaturé which the colored |
man should strive to craate should bs along the
line of these two books—the lftarature of col-
o6red Iife in juxtaposition with tte Christian
civilization o! to-day—the literature' notof ar-
gument, nor of protest, but of aspiration and
truth, Ie the Hugo born who will give tha world
the romance of ‘the tenant’s or tha croppet’s life
sa truly as to stir the world to justice? -

%

The oravaleace of false ideas in rezard to act-
ualracial conditions In this eouniry is wall illns-
trated by the following, which a friend rends us,
clipped from a religious newspaper in Chicago:

“It 's genrrally beliaved at the Norih that
spocial ears are: provided for colored people on
the Southern railroads, and that they ar» for-
biddsa to rideon the cers reserved for white
peopl~, Such isnot the cass. The simple fact
is that every raf road in the Sauth sells fiest and
seernd-class tickets, whereas only first-clasa
ticksts are sold on most Northarnroads. A
second-cl a3 ticket ¢nt tlea one topasssge on’
the amoking-car. As a rule the Southern negro-a
ara thritt'ess and poor, s’ d but for second-class
tickets wonld hardly be able to travel at all, for
1hs raesof fareare n arly donble what they
arein the North.”

1t is fatt to presume that the editor thought
he was telling the truth. This presumption
rests. however, zolely on the fact that ha edits a
religious fournals if it waré the editor of a secn-
lar pewspaper which had mads such a state-
meat no wellinformed person would have
doubted for a moment that it waa an intended
barefaced falsehaod. _ . ) N

‘An intelligent verson. who reads a daily
paper conla hardly help knowing tha fact that
ths colored paople throughout the countiry have

ance. To tharightaof “lifa, libarty, and ths
pursuit of happiness™ ho hainoshadow of’ any
claim. N

TBis stato of society was sanstioasd, maia-

tainnd and defsnded by the church as a part of
ths Wivine ordainment, It-waspart: and -parcel
of Southern Christianity, .and, to: tall tha
exact truth, part and parcel of a comsider-
abla -portion of
well, Northern Christaina mobbed msn for do-
fending the religion of Jesus of Nazarath againat
this foul aspersion, who would never havs
tbought of using violence against oae who
«wholly denied the existance of a “First Great
Causa.”” )

Northern Christianity as

Itwas an inevitubls comsequoncs that a rs-

ligion on which was based the right of a whits
nlan to take away all the nataral rizhts of a col-
ored man should support dad ma'ntain the right
of a wchife peopls to regulats and control in their
own way the rights and privileges ct a colored
people,

And thisis exactly the position of the “South-

ern Christian” to-day. He says: “Wo had a
legal and divine right to hold the persons ot
theso people and bar them from every privileza
save what the master chose to girte, Thisright
the government of the Uaited States took away
from us by force; but we have still the right to
rols and control them as we choosa, collectively,
and we intend to do it.”

Thus “Southern Christianity” bacomes azaia

tho Gibraltar of Southarn barbarism. If a man
Lad fired into the crowd that conducted the
Texas incineration the chances are at least even
that he would have hit a “Christisa™ or a
“Colonel”’—thatis, .2 olurch membar or one of
the best of the much vaunted “bettar class,”

s
The Southisa great mass of very real and

easily appreheaded facts, even if they be very
unpleasant ones; and it ill-bacomes a religions
teacher to mislead those who ssek for trath in
bis pagea by arguing from wholly imazinary and
impossible hypothesss in regard to. them.
Northern Christianity has enough to answer for
in baving dsbasad tha (God of justice, truth,
and love by making Him the author and justs.
fier of slavery without becoming in this day the,
excuser of that barbarism which sprang from-
and is based npou the s2ma infamous theory of -
God’s tavor and partality to the whiteman, If
it has not learned that God is fast and demanda
first of all things that they who take His nama
and claim to be exponeants of Iis spirit shonld
be just to their fallows, then, indsed, the blood
shed in expiation of the crime of slavéry was
‘shed in vaiz,

Arsrax W, ToTRGRE.
Mayville-on-Chaatanqua, N, Y., Apeil 7, 1393,
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t The Ilome-rule Battle on Azaln,
Despite the use of obstructive tactics |
by Mr. Loitlier and M Balfour: before
Easter, tactics so plainly obstructive of

. parliamentary business and the will of
Parliament: as to call forth a merited
rebuke from Speaker Peel, Mr., Glad-
stone was enabled to dispose of matters

.so ag to leave the right of yay, for been-very pr

hong rule ‘aftér tha shorf KistéF vaca-
tion.” Mr, Gladstone's energy and vilal-
ity, even at his great age, uré'some-
thing formidable to his opponents and
led the London Times to remark edita-
rially, in a weary way, that there are
rumors that the scssion, after a briet
suspension from August to October,
will be carried right on up'to Christ-
mas, and that if this programme is car-
ried out *it might have a disastrous
Jeffeci upon the health and the social
interests of members at large, and we
should think that Mr. Gladstone's per-
sonal friends would not view it without
some apprehension.”

The Easter vacation was the shortest
for years, and in lieu of forcing a second
reading before the Easter adjournment
Mr. Gladstone succeeded in advancing
two or three measures that have
strengthened and unified the Liberal
party and placed it in much better posi-
tion for the battle of the second reading
of the home-rule -bill, which is now on.
The shortness, also, of the Easter vaca-
tion deprived the Tories of their ex-

' pected campaign of arousing sentiment
" against home rule in England and in
' fomenting the agitation in Ulster., So
far as the English part of the brief
- Easter campaign was concerned it was &
conspictious failure and it remains to be
seen whether Mr. Balfour’s speech,.
plainly inciting Ulster.to yebellion, was
not as grave a mistake ashis obstructive
policy iirthe House of Commons. Mr.
Balfour has lost prestigeas a léader in
the home-rule debate and his obstruct-
ive tactics are scarcely more creditable
" than those of Mr. James Lowther, who,
apparéntly, is serviceablo only to fhe

Unionist leadersin that he may be relied |

upon to do work too undignified for Mr.
Balfour or Lord Randolph Churchill,
But obstruction or no obstruetion, Mr,
Gladstone, at the head of a Liberal
majority, is firmly pressing the great
question of Irish home rule. The
veteran Premier’s speech Thursday, in
moving the second reading- of tho bill,
seems to have been as effective as his
first great speech.introducing. -it: 1t
would be'strange if.it" wero -not.” Mr.,
Gladstong never shows to better effect]
than when it i3 necessary for him to put
forth all his strength, and on such an
occasion he is simply.unapproachable in
the legislative assemblies of modern
times. His contrast betiveen incorpo-
rated and autonomous unions, inreply to
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach's reference to
the United States, is unanswerable:
Holland and Belgtum, hesaid, had tried
incorporative union and a divorce was
the result. Austria and Hungary had
tried it'and given it up. Russia’s incor-
poration of Poland, a case of the lamb
lying down inside the lion, was the
only successful instance Mr. Gladstone
cited, and as to that he remarked, with
telling emphasis; *Take your stand
thereon if you think fit. Let the oppo-
sition maké it the riodel of their “opera-
tions. To=alliinions but one principle
can be applied, and that is whetheFthey
require permanent maintenance by
force. If when .the force disappears
harmony remains, the union is good.”
In regard "to_autonomous unlongs, or
unions where the principle of home rule

{words from .appreciative. friends are

prevails, Mr. Gladstone cited Austria
and Hungary under their present union,
Norway.aud Sweden, Denmark and Ice-
land, Russia and Finland, the German
Federation, and the United States. Re-
specting the United States Mr. Glad-
stone said: *In the United States each
State has its own rights, and any one in
America daring to interfere with those
rights would be regarded as a madman,
The colonies had somg points in com-
mon with Treland, . Thg disease ol‘_(l};at"}
fection once permeated them, but a rem=
edy was found in self-government.”

The parallels Me,- Gladstone cited
would basufticient toestablish conviction
in almost any assembly but that in whickl
they were made. Mr. Gladstone recog-
nizes and the friends of home rule recog-
nize the general advance of ideas of gov-
ernment in the world during the last
quarter of a century. The Tory party,
as a party, seems incapable of learning
by experience or of baing permeated by
the modern spirit. ‘The Tory Mr. Glad-
stone is endeavoring to convince isprac-
tically the same Tory that resistod’ the
appeals of Burke and Chatham in be-
half of the American colonics. Fortu+
nately he is at last disappearing before
the rising tide of Liberal ideas, and tha
place he now occupies will -soon 'bo
camped upon by the Liberal hosts.

THE Dbirthday edition of THE INTER
OCEAN has been commended on all sides,
and is'still the theme of conversation in
newspaper and literary circles. The
exceedingly kind and flattering notices
by the press of the entire country, not
only of that edition of THE INTER
OCEAN, but of all the work of THE
INTER OCEAN during the twenty-one
years of its existence, have placed us
under many obligations. We make par-
tial return this morning for this great
kindness by publizhing a large number of
these notices. Full four pages, or
lirenty-eight columns, are printed this
morning, and yet many kind

omitted. The extracts, as printed,
will be found good reading, and we ask
ourreaders tolook them over and see if
they are in accord with the judgment of
the press. We only hope to beable to
do even a part of the great work which
mainy of our contemporaries mark out
for us, but it will certainly always be
the aim of THE INTER OCEAN to be
something more than a mere news-
gatherer.

The Great ’I:ype Combine.

THE INTER OCEAN gives considerable
space to-day to an account of the forma-
tion of a type trust. We give the gen-
tlemen of the type trust this advertising
free because we think that all the world
should know just what the firms which
have built up great fortunes for their
members in selling type and printers’
material are attempting to do.

Like a great many other branches of
business, the proprictors are eager to
make money more rapidly than they
possibly can in a legitimate way, and so
they have concluded to combine against
all buyersand refuse 'to compete with
each other'for the custom’ of the news-
papers, the book-makers, the job print-
ers, the stereotypers, and all others with
whom they have -had dealings and
whose business has, in nearly all cases,

ofitable to those wha form
the combinz,” = ° s

In the prospectus issued by the pro-
moters of the trust it is said that from g
carcful analysis of the books of the
companies which now compose the trust
their joint average profits per year for-
the last three years were over 3600,000.
This, considering the amount of capital
invested, would seem to bo very fair
profit. But the circular of the trust
goes farther and says that the yearly
profits of tho trust will be over 31;-
200,000, or int other words fwice as much
as it was when the concernscomposing
the trust were running in competition
with each other. .

Of course $600,000 a year is worth
fighting for, but it would seem that
men who had done a great and profit-
able business with the people of this
country could well afford to subordinate
their desires to get rich in a short time
to-the ideaof justice. But it appears
that the spirit of combination is. abroad
in the world. Capital is ‘combining
adgainst not only labor but against the
general public and that disposition
has begot & very decided tendency of
the people to combine against capital.
But it would seem in the last few years
that the capitalists are disposed to force
the fighting. By-all méans they-should
have all they want of it. In this con-
ditipn of affairs the laws must be im-
proved. They mus{ be properly con-
strued and earnestly enforced, and tho=¢
who would like to make a ronopoly of
either labor or capital must be made to
understand that there is a great public,
which, standing between the two ex-
tremes, proposes to see that justice and
right are maintained for all. .

The great_ trusts can not continue,
They must not be permitted to exist. If
one law will not put them down
another and another must be madeuntil
the ca-e’is fitted and monopoly dies be-
fore the will of the people.

The Yeruvian AMalr,

Though the Peru incident may: seem
to be bit a small éffair, it is.well that
Secretary Gresham has instructed the
United States Minister Resident to make
instant protest against the failure of
the Peruvian anthorities to give pro-
tection to that consular agent of this
country who has been wounded- by a
mob, and, should the facts colncide
with the telegraphic report, to demand
apology; prosecutionof the ringleaders
of the mob, and reparation tothe person
or persons who have suffered loss of
property or bodily harm.. Peru is. g
weak country, it is true; but American
citizeny'must be protected .in person
and in property while sojourning in
countries whoso governments ‘are weak,
as well as in those where they are strong,

This advantage acgrues to.’any Demo-
cratic administration that may develop
a strong, bub_ not ‘blustering foreign
policy—it ¥ill have.the support. of the
Republican -party, The Republican
party isNational in'its sympathy, and
will approve all measures that are
undertaken to maintain the honor .of
the Nation, or to protect its interests
by lawful means. = YWhen a Republcan
administration upheld the Lonor of the
Nation in thé- Chilian matter it was

criticised soverely by ' the greater part
of the Democratic press in the Northern
States, and was encouraged by none of it.
In like manner & great part of the Dem-
ocratic press. in. the Northern States
openly sided with Lord Salisbury in the

dispute between him and Secretary
Blaine cerning the United States’
rights in Behring Sea. The Southern

Domogratic pross always. in matters at
issug Pegween foreign ‘poweors and the
Inited States has been more patriotic
in sentiment than its Northern col-
leagues,.who never have scrupled to ad-
vance'piarty interests at the cost of Na-
tional profit or by the “sacrifice of Na-
tional honor. , o .

It is not likely, hardly possible, that
there will be more than a controversy
of ministerial dispatches betiveen the

nited States Seeretary and the Peru-
vian Minister of Foreign Affairs, but so
long as our Secretary acts vigorously in
& just cause he will have the support of
the Republican minority in Congress
and of the Republicar majority outside
of Congress,

. ;l'o\wnshlp‘ Suffrage for Women.

The most important measure thus far
passed by the House of Representatives
at Springfield is the Berry anti-pool
bill, passed last week, and the most im-
portant one passed by tho Scnate is the
one extending the suffrage of women,
passed this week. "\Women cannow vote
on school boards, a priviloge which is
enjoyed in several States. It is pro-
posed to supplement educational suf-
frage with what in most parts of the
State is township suffrage. The Senate
has given the bill its sanction and it
goes to the House. It ought tobe passed
by that body also. The provisions of
the bill are well set forth in the follow-
ing passage from the report of THE
INTER OCEAN'S Springfield correspond-
ent a few days ago:

The woman suffragy bill provides that all
women, citizwas of the Uaited States, abova
tho age of 21 years, having residal ia thy State
one year, and ia the county ninaty diys, and
tha election Qistrict thirty days, shall be al.
lowed to vots for supervisors, town clorks, as-
srssors and highway commissioners; also, to
participate and vote in allannnalspacial town
maetings. -The bill turther provides that the
women shall have ssparato ballots and ballot
boxes. . .

In effect the educational franchise
does not amount to much in this city,
for the reason that our Board of Eluca-
tion is appointed by the Mayor, not
elected by the people, but this township
suffrage would apply to Chicago the
same a3 the rest of the State, except
that highway, commissioner is an oftice
unknown to this municipality. The
office of assessor is one of the most im-
portant in the State, The assezsors
determine the taxation of property.
These valuations are rarely disturbed,
except by a general equalization, and
the usial policy is to levy all the taxes
the law allows. In practice, then, the
only way to limit taxation Is by valua-
tion. Women certainly ought to be
allowed a voice in a matter so vital to
taxation.,

Originally a good many counties in
this State were not under township
organization, and at the present time
out of 101 all are except eleven, those
eleven being in a southern part of the
State, with'an aggregate population of
something less than 200,009; and two of
those countids are in part under town-
ship organization, X

The State of Kansas had an election
this week for town .officers at which
women participatéd, on the plan of the
‘Illinois bill. ~"All accounts agree that
the election passed off creditably and
that the political eflect was good. It
could hardly be otherwise. A great
deal of interest'was taken'in the matter
and a large vote was polled. In Chicago
therg would be very considerable
difficulty on the part of the Election
Commissioners to provide polling places,
but it would bo entirely feasible, and
once in good running order the machin-
Lery would work smoothly. A .great
many women Own property .in their own
names and should have a voice in the
selection’of assessors, the same as mas-
culine members of the houschold.

Crop I'rospects,

Surely the backbone -of winter hds
been broken and is beyond the help “of
surgery, Of course we shall have
some cold weather' yet, but after the
sultry heat of yesterday even Chicago
would not have the "gall. to put on Zero
alrs,  With the -emphatic advent of
spring it is natural to inquire into the
crop prospects for the budding year...

The month of March was vather colder
inthis country- than usual. The rain
was plentiful in the Upper Mississippi
and Missouri region, also in Califoriia,
but in the Lower Mississippi there was
less rain than usual. There is no reason
to apprehend, however, that cither the
wheat of the North or the South has
been injured or will be below the aver-
age. Inthis region the prospects for
good crops have not been clouded by
any untpward freak of the weather.

India is a formidable rival of the
United States in the production of both
wheat aad cotton. The rain was un-
usually severe in that country last win-
ter, but the'wheat outlook is-'said to be
fairly good, but not_ particularly so. In
Russia and the Danube region indica-
tions are that the crops will bo better
this year and that the season of faming
is over. ' )

Iteport of an Engll;u, Commission,.

The editor of .the London Luncet, best
known of all British medical journals,
and perhaps most widely read of all
medical journals, recently sent 4 com-
mission of experts to examine the
quality ;and quantity 6f the water sup-
ply of Chicago, and.alsotoinvestigate
the drainage and other sanitary ap-
pliances’of the city. The.report of the
commission has been made public, and,
as was inevitable to an honest and in-
telligently franied report, it is of a
nature that must dispel any apprehen-
3iohs that have influenced people on the
other side of the Atlantic to a bellef in
the unhealthful condition of the World's
Fair city.

The ZLancel’s commission finds the
water supply of Chicago to be plentiful,
and of & quality superior to that ‘of
most great cities. Except in the case
of unmisual freshets or floods in' the
river, the water supplied to hydrants
13 claimed as a healthy beverage by this
commission of éxpérts. The commis-
sion, however, cautions the British pub-
lic, and very wisely, against falling into
tha American habit of pouring ice-cold
waterinto a heated human frame, Tt

thinks that there will bo many moro,

cases of sickness caused by an irrational
use of Chicago ice than by excessive
draughts of Chicago water.

As to drainage and other measures of
sanitation, the ZLancet’s commission
finds that, while ‘many improvements
are needed, the actual conditionsof Chi-
cago are not worse than those of most
other metropolitan cities. It expresses
an opinion that when the operations of
the trustees of the sanitary district of
Chicago are completed, the drainage of
the city will be an object of envy to
resldents of other. cities, and it believes
that such extraordinary cfforts will be
made toward street-cleaning during the
World's Fair season aswill make Chi-
cago a pleasant as well as a healthful
place of residence,-

While certain of our Eastern neigh-
bors, encouraged, we are ashamed to ad-
mit,-by a few needy press adventurers
of our own city, are busy in disseminat-
ing falso stories of the impurity of our
water supply, and of the pestilent con-
dition of our streets, the greatest of
European medical_journals is giving as-
surance to the world of the purity of
the one and of the’ comparative ¢leanli-
ness of the other, and is urging its read-
ors not to be deterred by false alarms
from participation in ‘the great festival
of the'century.

Cyeqpcr and More Reputable.

The projectors of House bills Nos. 193,
205, and@ 266 have pot been shrewd,
When you want to sandbag a railway or
a telegraph company a bill is the bag
into whith the sand that is to give
weight to the threatened blow should be
poured; it is possible that if the sand be
heavy, and the bag that is to hold it
sound and strong, the company will
“‘produce”—to use thieves’ argot, which
goes current with .certain legislators—
in order toavoid heing hit with it. But
the bag must be strong and sound, other-
wise the sand will run out of ity and you
‘can not frighten 4 tompany by threat-
ening to hit it with anempty bag.

Bills Nos. 193, 205, and 266 are re-
garded by the threatened companies as
three bugs that will not hold sand. The
companies are not afraid of them. They

are so plainly unconstitutional, and so,

evidently designed for blackmail only,
that the companies think that it will be
cheaper to let them passthe Legislature
and then pay lawyers to enjoin officers
from enforcing them, pending appeals
against their constitutionality, than to
pay the legislatorswho framed them for
getting other legislators to prevent tlieir
Passage.

Really it is not likely that the com-
panies will have {o pay.lawyers for
contesting the constitionality of theso
bills. For it is not likely that they will
pass the House now that the true in-
wardness of their purpose is known.
The majority of the membership of- the
Houze is honest;, boodlo members get
thelr sandbags into tho form of law by
framing measures that appear to have
the honest purpose of reducing tbe un-
due powér of corporations. But whenit
is known that this appearance is false
such measures find support only from
hoodlers, and they are not numerous
enough tg pass a measure. i

Bills 193, 205,.and 266 now are known
to ba tricky measures that will<be in-
operative should they assume the form
of law, and wWhich are not intended by
their projectors to assume the form of
Iatv, but only to serve-ns means of rob-
bing-certain corporations, ’

It will be cheaper for the. threatened
roads and companies to {ee a dozen good
lawyers than to bribd a‘score of legisla-
tive rascals. Besides which it will be
much more reputable. - Wo congratu-
laté the threatened companies on their
resolution to takd:thé.cheaper and more

. .

reputable coyzseﬂ’

Losing nnd ¥Findisig,

This world i3 not so little but it isan
easy matter for people to get lost in
it. Cases of disappearance are sb com-
mon-as to be slightly. esteemed as news
items; and separations of relatives that
lose all trace of each '6ther ard no less
frequent In these days of telegraphs
and easy travel than in the days when
the width of a State was thought to be
a mighty distance ,and a thousand miles
was as the entrarico” to the grave. Yet
we all feel a sort ol interest in reappear-
ances, especially the coming back of
persons long believed to be dead. There
is an element of romance in the resto-
ration that is not always found in fhe
taking away; there is s0 much morein
the return of Enoch’ Arden than _there,
is in the idea of hishaying been lost at
sea. Onedf the most singular cases of
recovery recently recorded is that re-
ported from ail Ohio, town, to which ro-
turned the other day a man and his wife
supposed to have been burned in the
Chicago fire. ' )

There was quite a terrifying list of
persons charged up”in death to the
memorable holocaust of 1871, but there
were many more *‘missing” than there
were bodies or charred remains found
in the track of the flames. It wasim-
possible to determine that all those un-
accounted for weré burned, but it was
reasonable to suppose that they had
Deen, and many an unknown stranger
beside. Mr. and Mrs. Wishon, the Ohio
couple; were reported dead, and well
nigh to death they came in that hideous
tight when they saved themselves from
being roasted alive only by splashing
over each other thé foul waters of the
Chicago River. Théy were found-in an
exhausted condition and taken to thq
hospital, but in some way were lstad
with the dead, andflead tc their Ohié

[riends they have Yéen for twenty-one

years, until now théy arise, as it were,
from the grave. Taey had made no ate
tempt to conceal :theirridentity. They
had lost everything in the fire, and
dispirited they had gone into new places
to carry on the struggle for life, and he-
come lost.

. A few weeks ago a daughter, now a
mature woman and herself a mother,
wrote to THE INTER OCEAN asking its
aid to find the mother from whom she
had been séparatéd In-childhood and
whom she yearned to see. The letter
was published, and from New York
came an answer from the woman's
mother that will bring about a meeting
between the mother and- daughterwho
‘have heard nothing from each other
since necessity drove them apart a
quarter of a century,ago. These two
cases have parallels by the thousand in
this country, no doubt,.In sa far as lost
friends are concerned. Innocent peo-
ple, whom thé law Ka¥ 'no object in
seeking out, can slip”out, of .familiar

currents into new'streams of action and
never more be heard of by those who
knew and loved them in auld lang syne.
It 'is an easy matter to get lost when.
there 1s no particular reason why we
should be found; and it has been dem-
onstrated in recent years that occasion-
ally.a man can sift himself into undis-
coverable places when thero s the
i;reafost possible incentive to his find-
ng.

In tho main we are very carcless of
each other in this workaday life.
There may be tears and regrots for a
while; but when a fellow creature s re-
mdved or drops from our circlé we pres-
ently ““close in,” and ere long forget
that any one is absent, the absence not
being noted. This is due to the force of
circumstances and is not evideunce of &
‘want of kindly sentiment, for we always
have a joyous greeting and a génerous
welcome for “‘old friends come back from
the dead,” and generally, too, the blame
lies with the absentees if they are ‘“‘so
soon forgotten,” since they have it In
their power to kéep remembrance of
them green.

IxreREsTING things Ara doing among “our
Chinese brethran, Taey proposs to try usin
our own courts. The Chiness Alinister at
Washington has it from home that Chinesa

courts have been jntorpreting our Goary ex-.
Ritobs oy

clusion law acd p
the clause providiog for registration. The
Alinister hascalled in the best legal taleat, and
hopes that a sp:cial session of tha Supreme
Court may be called to décide the case,
Meanwhile the Chiness of San Francisco and
tho coast are palled two ways, the Six Com-
panies warningthem not turegister under se.
vera penalties, and the powarful Chee RKuag
.Tong Society advisiag registration as a precau.
tionary-measura, Ths Chiness Coasul at San
Francisco is trying to get his countrymen to
register. Erentually we may dotha China-
man justice. Ho has not yet had it at our
hands,

Tus Pope has apoken into a phodograph &
special messags of love to the American
voople, and it 13 not to ba inade public until
the magical roll is delivered to President
Cleveland, The day that measagoe 13 receivad
President Cleveland and Cabiuet will waara
polite but not altogsther intolligeat smile.
Pope Lo"s greoting will coma vut of the
phonograph i Latin.

Agars the Washingtoa correspondants are”

crediting the President with a desire to form
aunew party. If thisis true Mr. Cleveland
showa poor judgmert in laying the founda.
tion,. He 13 getting too much old-fushioned
mwoss-back Domocracy into the, administra-
tion to giva any hops uf a new party, It will
surprise Mr, Clivelasd soms day, parhaps,
when he discovers that it is the sams o'd
Damocratic party that has not changed since
the war.

Ebitor Gir, Prerck, of Minueapolis, who
tooz cunsiderable time to got to Portugal to
resign as Minister to that power, should by all
wmenns have his American newspaper wail
edited. The gréut stamp of the Russian press
censor would not more than s:dizs to coacel
some of tha things that Elitor Dina, of New
York, is saying about his Minnesota colleague.

Tur Pops has *been vary gonerally peti-
tioned to call an internationa! coumference to
atop gambling at Monte Curlo. Wil his'ex-
celiency, the next Mayor of Chicago, gra-
ciously try to do a4 well 23 his prelocessor to
stop the.sameg practice ia his vary humble
and obzadient prisicipality of Chicago?

Tue birds say that when young Eckels, of
Ilinois, takes hold of the Comptrollership
of the Currency ba wiil attenda night kin-
dergarten rua by such old hands as Hugh
McCulloch, John Jay Kaorx, Honry W. Can-
non, Wilham L. Trenholm, Elward 8, Lacey,
and A, B. Hepburn.

‘Tng name s:gued to the Poruvian cable
yeaterday annouaciag & little uppishness on
the part'of the natives was “Hicks.”” That’s
Hicks, of Oshkos%, our Hicks, .He's all
right. He'sa newspaper man like Stavens
at Honolulu. They know their business,
They’re all right.

GoveB¥OR ALTGELD is, in.ome particular,
like Dave Hill, of Noew York. Ho prefers to
have the support of the saloons tb that of the
churches, and the Governor of Illinois goes
duck shooting 6n Sunday, just o show the
church peorle that he cares little for their
religious sentiment,

Faavg Lawrzr still claims the Chicago
postoffice, but John Hopkins is on his way to
Washington,'and Joha is the big Injun of the
Chicigo Democracy, and hs may give the
President some suggestiona that will leave
Lawler out in'the cold.

‘ Smiles.

C: -And these pi
from the old masters?

Artist—Yes, ma’am,

“And this is after—~"".

“A purchaser, madam,

ara all copies

,**3atson must be a vary happy man; his wite
dresees so plainly.,”

*Yes; but her tempoer isruflisd most of the
time."” .

‘Teachor~How is it, Hnrol:l; that yon parse

Boston as 8 commoa noua?

*Why, becanse it’s a Common name,”

Straws that show which way the wind blows
are doing a rushing business just now. ~

“Was Bogus’ money left to him?”

*No, he made it himself uatil the officers cap-
tured his outft.’” i -

. The summer atorms will not stop brainess, just
becanse the lichtning strikes now and then,

A Sprinkle of Spice,
Miss Clic ker, tha New Sténographer—You dic-
tats botter than any person [ ever heard.
Joblots, the Clothier—You ought to hear my
wife,—The Clothiers and - Haberdashers” Weekly.

As baso-ball salaries are cat'down the piteher
becomes more and more of a growler.—~Phila-
delphia Record,

“What does this mean?. Youn are eating pigs
fost and yet you'are a member of the Vegota-
-rian Soclaty,” .

" “Ibegyour parion. I am, only an hoaorary
membee,"—Fliegende Blaetter,

She—So you're fully determined to marry her,
ars you? .

He--Absolutely,

She—H'm! Don't yon ever fasl sorry for her?
—Detroit Tribune. hd

. Dagley—Thers gots aman who onca cat a big
figurs with me. . .
Tubbs—Ha dill In what way?
Dagloy—Roduced my salary $500 a yoar, blast
him.—Bufralo Courier,

Polics'Judge—What is the chargs agaidit this
man? N 5 .

New Officac—I shaould say it ashould bas abont
815, your Honor.—~Detroil Free Press,

Many a man who “starts off well”-spoils every-
thing by coming back,—Clereland Plain Dealet,

Mrs. Postleus—TIsa't this hat & poem, dear?
Poeticus (sadly a3 ha looks at the bill)—I wish
I could writa that kind.—Puck.

Young Husband--Dida't I telegraph you no
to bring your mother with you?. . -
. Young Wife—That’s what she waunts to sea you
gbont, Sheread the dispatch.—Life.

* Claire—What a lovely complexion Hatiia has.
Susan—Yes; she must use somo face wash or
other,
Claire—She does, I'm sura.
Susan-I knewit. I wonder whera she gats it,
Claire—QOat of the. hydrant.—Detroit Free
Press. .

Beats as a ruls want moaey, aad evaa the maa

who beats carpats is out for the dust.—PAils-
delphia Times,

A BYSTANDER'S NOTES.

Two books have recently been published
which are worthy of attention; not less for what
they ara than for what they indicates they are
eatitled “Dassalines™ and “A Voica from the
South,”

The former is adrama by a colored man,
Willlam E. Easton, Galveston, Texas; tho other
2 volome of essays by Aona Jalia Cooper, a.
colored woman of Xeaia, Oaio. ¢

Aoy one who wishes to study atfirst hand the
most important element of the race problem in
America, to-wit: ths relation of the bast
products of ths raco its>1f to this great problem,
can not do better than to order thase two books.
The Bystander does not know tho price of either
of thom, but would jidge from the genmeral
make-op that i would ba about $1 each.

£ 3

The first thing that will impress ths cultared
reader of thoss books will ba the general taste-
fainess and accuracy of the works themselres,
and the next will bo the accaracy and finish of
the litorary styls of the aunthors. Not only is
thers nothing loud or garish about these books,
but there is to be found through them both an
indescrib®® charm of finish and verbal ex-
actitud rarely excellal in the work of contem-
vorary writers, Tho habit of a lifotime has made
tho Bystander's pencil almost infallible i its
indication of verbal inaccuracy, which is, after
all, the vory highest test of titerary merit. The
word which axactly fills ths place where it is
nsed'-xs neither toolarga nor too smalt for the
ssrvica assigqmed or tha thought it is commis.
sioned to coavey—is to literary workmanship
what the perfecs note is to music. It may be
slurred a littls, oftoa . is withont coustituting
actual faglt, as the rush ‘of some greatmove-
meat may oven hide or excnse a false note now.
and thon, but oaly precision can'gire the fesling
of fuish which attests ths geauina literary
artist, . )

Racely has the unsparlog’ pencil pasiel so
h_zht.:y over the pages 6fa_bzok of “essays as it
did over the pagas ‘ot this *Vpice Jfrom _the
South,” which yet has nothing .of thé Ssuthin
it,oxe2pt a bit more of vivacity and a littla
morg ovideat desira to pleass, than the asperity
of Northeea cultare usually permits, or atloast

ged, in its femiaine d N

“Dessalines™ has a touch of Creols ontimont,
andons finds occasionally in its words and
phraies a flavor of French signifcance. no doubt
uaconscious to tho auther and not all ungrato.
ful to one familiar with its origin. These, how-
over,ars vory rar> asd not 50 proaounced as
even to attract the atteation of most readers.
It, too, is singularly simple, clear, and corrsct
inits vorbal quality., Both books impress one
with'a ssnssol s, card, aad -

foe two years basa dolag their utmost to biiag:
the quastion of a State’s power to compel pas-
sengers upon trains to b assorted as to raca bo-
fore the Uaited State sourts “for adjudicatisn.
Such person ought also to koow thatithas

tionalso far as intsratate passeagars—that is,
Dasseagars goiog frm one Stats into another,
araconcerned. This. howaver, does uot affact
passsngers whosa routolies wholly within a siogls

preseatad to ths Supremy Court in er parte
Plessy, from Louisiana, nowpondinz, wharein
tho Brstander isof counssl for tha plaintif in

P %
Tae s_xm_vls fugt is, thatia eight Statesof the
Soqlh. itis acrime punishable with floa or im-
prisonment for a colored mantotide in a car

he pays ot is willing to pay.

. The conditions stated with soch particalarity
l{y tho editor, in regard to first and sezocd-clasa
tickets, do not prevail in thes> Stat:s. All
Hckets are of the sama class, or if thers is ever
8 socond-class ticket sold thers muat also be
saparats cars for whits and colored sacond-clasa

mitted 10 carry whito and colored passangers ia
the same carin any of these States “are con.
struction trains, on which the passenzers ars
their own workmon. Thersisnot a single road
in elther ‘of them 1n which tho separation ia
offected,_ as this editor so particalarly de-
scribos, by a difforence in rate or elass
of ticket. The colored man pays exactly
the same faro as the white man. but must ride
in;a separate car or compartment. There waa
a tima when the sacond-class tickat syse
tem abounded on all roadsof tha Sonth; bat
then, thore was alsoa time whea thosa Statea
were the special habitat of the saurians, and the
one is about a3 ancieat history now as the other.
The separate car law was a doathblow to tha
second-class ticket, becauso it would requiraca
evory train at loast four separate cars or com-
partments; one for flrst-class whites, ous, for
second-class whites, acd the sama_for_ the two
clasaes of colored passengers. :

Tnis extract we_have quoted is all the moca
mislaading bocausa it ¢laims -expressly to be tha
statement of one wha knows, iatendad and- da-
sigooed to cet right those who unwittingly have
fallen into error, It the sditor’s religions lacu.
brations have no bstter basis of truth than® his .
delibarate miastatements as to mandane affairy,
be cartainly can not complain if ‘mea coant him
*“‘a blind leader of the bl'ind."

-8

Such imaginary statementa as to easily ascer-"'
tained facts are lamentably frequent with thosa
who elaim tha placa of “apicitaal Ieadsra.” Aa-
other religions journal, commenting on the ro-
cont Toxas immolation, remarks:

“Itis consoling to know that thess birbarities

tions thoroughness, pleasing in any writer, and
especially gratifylng to note in th) work of au-
thors whose ruental inheritanco has not boen
©ae of paiastaking care—membets of a race not
yot generally froed from the trammals of re-
stricted opportunity and impirfect ‘diction. It
will, porhaps, coms with somithing like a senss
of nopleasant surpriso to some culiarad msn
aod womea who may read this book that there
aro persons of this raco who nesd not evaa the
artitice of what is termed “dialect” to place
them oa a high level in that elegance of sim-
plicity which marks the byt usa of our-Eoglish
toogus.

"O

Both of these books are not oaly by eolored
writers but both proc'ed from ths samo motif—
the relation of the. race to C: i
bLumanity and Christian civilization in the new
worid,

“Dessalines" is “a dramatic talo,” based on the
#reat Haytioa struggle for liberty in which the
arrogance of the old rerime of France jnined
haads with the savagery of tha Sans Culotfes
and tho Creols hatred ¢f the slavs,’to overawe
and overprwer thoss whom only the love of
fre>dom madse invincible. Tho hera'of the tale
is Dessalinos, tho black and indomitable lieu-
tenaut of Toussaint L’Orverture. The action of
the piay ia direct and strong; its lanzmags sim-
ple. chaste, and temperate—sometimes startling
in its graphic plaioness, but wholly without
rant, and when the character of its motif is
taken into account, showing a remarkable self.
restraiat and no slight degrea of literary ast, |

The “Voicy from tua South,” on the other-
hand, is a cultivated woman's visw of the gulf
which is set between white: Christian man
and womszhood aad sonls encased ‘in .darker~
hued integ s; Itisnotprofouid, and there
is in it a somewhat to> abund use of & d

are partici din pnor approvel by the
enlightened or religious elemonts of the South.
They are the work of the low, ruffianly classof
Southern whites whom ths moro raspectabls
eloments aro unable to restrain. Itisnotths
Christian psoplacf the South who are reapen-
sible for theso things.” .

This is another 1nstaocs of that inability to

distioguish’' bstwean fact aand the resultof aa

haritable i i 1 in di. South
ern condirions. Tie writer simply coacludad,
that it must be so, bocause bie could not imagino
that mea he had known in amiable chzroh re-
latioas ¢ould bo guilty of such ecrim:a againsy
law, humanity, and civilization.

The truth i3 that the so-cilled “hosdlum™ela-
meat” of tho South of whica wa have recently
heard so much has bitherto been the willing
tool of the sx-called “better class™ In certain
parta of tho South they hava very recentls
broken away irom such leadership, espae
clally in Southern Mississippi, which is now
overrun by “poor white’® Ragulators, as ro
ceatly'set furth in these notoa. Mobs of 5,000 and
10,000 do not gather in opea day, howaver, withe
out the approval of the “‘better ciass™ aad ths
active participation of “Southera Chrisdaas”
a fact which tha man who peined this state-
ment must have knowa if he read the. pablishad
accounts of the barbarity.

a*s N

His mistake lay ia the fact that he qaita
ignored the fundameantal truth that a Coristi-
anity colored by slavery has no regard-for tha
per onalor political rights of thy focmearly en-
slaved race,

The right to enslive included tha prwsr to d>-
prive the enslared person of all natural righta.
The slave might ask and receive favor, but he
coald havs no right., His porson] his labor, his
progeny belouged to'another to do .with ai:he

) d. .Hslivel and enjoyed -oaly oa sudore

hand material and a little prrade of quotation.
But thatis tte fashion of thetimes; the bor—
rowed mattor {s always good, fs aptly us)d in the
main, and shows breadth of reading, keen ob-
servation, and thoroughly good tasto in ssleo-
tion. 'But this halt-faalt is soon forgotten by the
reader ns ha comes to note the doft but s'inging
satire, and keen but not _ill-tempered wit, of the
colored woman whose tactful sell-restraint
avouchés her a culiured lady. Its perusal
would be &' new senation to many a white-
souled Christian woman of the “superior racs,”
who, whea tho had pirused its bright pages
from cover to cover, would be forced to admit
that, though she had encoaatered miny a sharp
thrust, sha bhad not recaived oce'awkward or fll-
tempa2rod blow,

Defocts the book may have. I is not so
simplein purpose or profound in fooling ma the
man's work with which itis compared. There
is an evident preparation and sametimes a litile
strainiog for effect; but few fomale writers have
showr. a daintier wit, and few works, eapecially
upon such a difficult sabject, give promiso of a
finer literary art. - ‘

» .

Tbe Byatander hasgiven this ususaal_promi-
nonce to thess two books bacause they sesm to
mark a distinctly now departure in the literary
production asd intollectual quality of the race.

Aside from newspaper articles; some contro-
versial pamphlets, volumes of sermons apd
speoches, the colored peopla of the United
States can scarcely be said to have produced
aoy literature, This is not surprising nor at'a!l
discreditable to them. The bost scion grafted
on the strongost stock reqaires some period of
growth befure it produces frait, and a race by
lew barred from the fields of literature for
two centuries, need at least the ‘life-
time of a gouweration in which to pro-
duce good literary work, The wonder-is not
that it came so late but that it came 56 soon,
and is of guch simple, genuine quality, Except
Mr, Chestnutt, whoso brief norvela wera somo-
thing marvelous in their unpretentious realim,
of which there are po mors because prosperity
in other flelds has smothered his rare gift,
hardiy any colored writer has mads a serious at-
tempt in the realm of fiction, and not'ons has
ventured tpon good-tawpared, keen; yet kindly,
discussion of present condilions with any spe-
cific atiempt at literary excellence, These bovka
are practically the first fruita of literary culture
of the American negro, That there are not
more is dua in part 10 various causes. A gen-
eration moves with doubt and hesitancy along
d road-which none ot their ancestors have trod.
Politics, religion, and especially ths daily strug-
"Ble for existence have absorbed an nnusaa} pro-
portiop of the race's emergy. The actors in
such intensely dramatic scones as Lave marked
the days of freedom of this new peopls have
rarely power to give expression to its pathos. The
alaye romance has yet to be written by theslave
desceaded, it indased any peg can evar depict ita
lights'and shadows. But thegreat fleld of firat
andsavor will not ba the story of slavery, but the
tale of half-freedom. The groat opportunity
which waits the pen of the colored novelistis
Aot the plantation of yestorday, but the planta-
tion of to-day. The literaturs which the colored
man should strive to craate should bo along the
line of these two books—the lftarature of col-
ored life in juxtaposition with tte Christian
civilization o! to-day—the literature' notof ar-
gument, nor of protest, but of aspiration and
truth, Ie the Hugo born who will give tha world
the romance of ‘the tenant’s or tha croppet’s life
sa truly as to stir the world to justice?

%

The oravaleace of false ideas in rezard to act-
ualracial conditions In this eouniry is wall illns-
trated by the following, which a friend rends us,
clipped from a religious newspaper in Chicago:
“It 's genrrally beliaved at the Norih that
spocial ears are: provided for colored people on
the Southern railroads, and that they ar» for-
biddsa to rideon the cers reserved for white
peopl~, Such isnot the cass. The simple fact
is that every raf road in the Sauth sells fiest and
seernd-class tickets, whereas only first-clasa
ticksts are sold on most Northarnroads. A
second-cl a3 ticket ent tlea one topasssgeon’
the amoking-car. As a rule the Southern negro-a
ara thritt'ess and poor, s’ d but for second-class
tickets wonld hardly be able to travel at all, for
1hs raesof fareare n arly donble what they
arein the North.”

1t is fatt to presume that the editor thought
he was telling the truth. This presumption
rests. however, zolely on the fact that ha edits a
religious fournals if it waré the editor of a secn-
lar newspaper which had mads sach a stats-
meat no wellinformed person would have
doubted for a moment that it waa an intended
barefaced falsehaod. _ . ) N
‘An intelligent verson. who reads a daily
papar coula hardly help knowing ths fact that

ance. Totharightaof “lifa, libarty, and ths
pursuit of happiness™ ho hat naoshidow of' aay
claim. ) B

TBis stato of society was sanstioasd, maia-
tainnd and defsnded by the church as a part of
ths Wivine ordainment, It-waspart: and -parcel
of Southern Christianity, .and, to: tall tha
exact truth, part and parcel of a comsider-
able portion of Northern Christianity as
well, Northern Christaina mobbed msn for do-
fending the religion of Jesus of Nazarath againat
this foul aspersion, who would never havs
tbought of using violence against oae who
«wholly denied the existance of a “First Great
Causa.”” ) o

It was an inevitubly comsequoncs that a ra-
ligion on which was based the right of a whits
nlan to take away all the nataral rizhts of a col-
ored man should sapport dad ma’ntain the right
of a wchife peopls to regulats and control in their
own way the rights and privileges ct a colored
people, . R

And thiais exactly the position of the “South-
ern Christian” to-day. He says: “Wo had a
legal and divine right to hold the persons ot
theso people and bar them from every privileza
save what the master chose to girte, Thisright
the government of the Uaited States took away
from us by force; but we have still the right to
rols and control them as we choosa, collectively, °
and we intend to do it.”

Thus “Southerm Christianity” bicomes azain
the Gibraltar of Southern barbarism. If a man
Lad fired into the crowd that conducted the
Texas incineration the chances are at least even
that he would have hit a “Christisa™ or a
“Colonel”’—thatis, .2 olurch membar or one of
the best of the much vaunted “bettar class,”

s

The Southisa great mass of very real and
easily appreheaded facts, even if they be very
unpleasant ones; and it ill-bacomes a religions
teacher to mislead those who ssek for truth in -
bis pagea by arguing from wholly imazinary and
impossible hypothesss in regard to. them.
Northern Christianity has enough to answer for
in baving dsbasad tha (God of justice, truth,
and love by making Him the author and justs.
fier of slavery without becoming in this day the,
excuser of that barbarism which sprang from-
and is based npou the s2ma infamous theory of -
God’s tavor and partality to the whiteman, If
it has not learned that God is fast and demanda
first of all things that they who take His nama
and claim to be exponeants of Iis spirit shonld
be just to their fallows, then, indsed, the blood
shed in expiation of the crime of slavéry was
‘shed in vaiz, Arzrox W, TovRGER.
Mayville-on-Chaatanqua, N, Y., Apeil 7, 1393,

McLeod and the Reading,
Philadelphia Bulletin: There can bono ques
tion of the fact that Mr, MeLood during his ad
rainistration of its affaira has wor the good wi
2nd admiration of all progressive mea hers who
dispassionately value the effect which his policy
as arailroad man was certain _to produce on
the development and prosperity. of Pniladel-

P! . .
Philadelphia Inquirer: We baliave that tha
liey of Presid:wt Mec was aad i3 right,
Wo believe that if it is still carried out it will
work prosperity to the company, B
Philadelphia Norfh American: The peopls of.
Philadelphia have watched 3Mr, M:Lsod's
aggressive and masterly managsment ot Read.’
ing with an a ion_ an fid
the artificially produced catastrophe of
months ago has not approciably impaired.
New York World: McLaod'sfinal retirement -

two .

in_finance the wholesome lesson that, howerver
brilliant a schems may b, if it involves lawless.
ness apd oppression of the people, it means® -
disaster in tho end for thoss who uadertaks it. <
Philadelphia Record; Ia sseking to sharein
the really profitabte transportation businesa of
the East,and to establith such connections as:
would make tha Reading syitem a factor to ba
reckoned withia
line railroading, Mr, MeLeod passed beyond ths -
line of safe financiering and encounterad hystile
ity whera he had contidently looked for assiste .
ance, Fromthat time his discomfitare and down-
fall were inevitable.

Chicago’s Mayor Elect,
Now Yotk Press: The declaration of Mayor .

show his. enemies:that his “administration of
civic affairs can be guided by the best ‘interasts
of the poblicd and that his “first and best
etforta will be for the geae! X

city” is oas which the reputabls paople of
the entire country will hope to s3s him
make ‘Carter Harrison's election i3
no doubt due largaly to *abhorrent forces,” bat
he should remembar that Chicago, a5 well as the
Columbian Fair, will b on ezhivition befors tha
whole world this year. . Ho owes 1t both to him-
self and his city to see that the viclousclemeats
who are now rejoicing over his victory ara
starnly repressed, and. that law, decency, and
ordec are firmly maiutained. Mayor Elect Har- .
rison has 2 magnificent: opportaaity bsfors him
if he has manhood and backbone enough to take

ths colored paople throughout the countiry have

adrantage of it,

twice booa held that sach a Jaw. is uacoastita- -

State. Thia question will forthe first time be -

oeITor, A

with white peools, no matter what rate of fars -

passongers. The only trains which ars per-

which: -~

ral good of tha .

completes the work.and teaches to youngmen, . .

the- targer conceras of trunk - °

Elect Harrison, of Chicago, that he proposesto * °

-

.



