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and counflicts within and without the ranks of the race,
some of our women are emunent, among whom is Mrs,
A, J. Cooper, who was born in Raleigh, N. C., August
10, 1858

At a very early age she entered 5t. Augustine Nor-
mal School, being among the first boarding pupils at
that institution. When she was possibly about eleven
years old she was given a class as student-teacher, which
was the beginning of her career as teacher, in which
profession she has conlinued to this day. She was mar-
ried in 1877 to Rew. . A, C. Cooper, of Nassan, New
Providence, West Indies, who was, at the time of mag-
riage {1877), a teacher in St. Augustine School and pas-
tor of the St. Augustine Church at Raleigh, N. C. In
1879 her husband died and left hier a widow only twenty-
one vears old.

After filling with much eredit in this school many
positions, such as pupil-teacher, teacher, inatron, and
lady in charge of female department, ete., she left in
1881 for Oberlin College, where she entered the sopho-
more class, upon examination. While thus engaged in
study in the classical departmment she taught classes in
the preparatory department, and the 3tudents in the
classes taught by this Afre-American lady were wilile
students. :

She was also the private teacher of a class of white
students outside of schooi hours. She graduated in
15884, and spent one year at Wilberforce University
(1884~'85) as professor of modern languages and science,
Then she returned to St. Augustine Normal School at
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Raleigh, N. C., and tanght two years. 1n 1887 she was
elected to a position in the High School of Washington,
D. C., where she has been engaged in teaching ever
since. She has just poblished a book entitled “A
Voice From the South," which we have not as yet had
opportunity to examine.  That Mrs. Cooper is a lady aof
rare ability is acknowledged by all scholars who know
her.

As great and as learned, as refined and popular as she is,
she is still not exempted from humiliation on public rail-
ways in some parts of the South. Just a few days ago
(the last days of 18g2) she chanced to visit her old home
and peep in upon her friends in Raleigh, N. C.; and
when leaving even this city of her birth she was énsulied
in a waiting-room at the depot, and ejected from the
rootm. For what? Simply because she was a codored
e,

Insulted and ejected (with a first-class ticket in her
hand) by a white man who is by far her zu/erzor in every
respect.  [NoTiE.—I mention this treatment here as sim-
ply an opportunity to place it upon record, and let it go
down in history to posterity.] Indeed, it #5 frze that
great negro women work hard and go through much
that is far from being pleasant after as well as before
achieving greatness.

However the storms, and whatever the difficulties, the
women of this race have bright prospects of a better
future in such pioneers and representatives as Mrs. A. J.
Cooper.
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