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NEGROES IN LITERATURE.

Within the last two years Daniel Mur-
ray of the Congressional library has
been endeavoring to secure a complete
list of pamphlets and books by negro
authors, This work hag been carried on
with great thoroughness under the di-
rection of Herbert Putnam, librarian of
congress., The effort thus made has re-
vealed so much of excellence that has
been written and forgotten that a com-
plete bibliography Is heilng prepared for
the Paris exposition as a part of the
American exhibit,

In Mr, Murray's preliminary list of
books and pamphlets by negro authors
there are 1,100 titles and about 1,200
writerg, These beglnnings have been
found mostly in Philadelphia, Boston,
New York, Baltimore and Washington,
The pamphlet literature is particularly
interesting, asg showing to what extent
colored men hecame thinkers and schol-
ars in days when it was a crime to teach
negroes to read and write, These people
without a eountry and without favor
not only became educated, but what
they wrote contributed greatly to the
political, religlous and soclal questions
of the day. Many of these earlier writ-
ers were educated in the West Indies,
Much of thelr writing exhibited exce!l-
lence of the highest order,

The chief characteristic of nearly all
of this early writing by negro authors
was seriousness, There was but little fic-
tion, poetry or humor., How to destroy
glavery and bring freedom and equality
to the enslaved was the burden of most
of the first negro authors. With the
conquest of slavery negro authors lost
their most ingpiring theme. Since that
time a very few men and wemen have
gained name and fame ag contributors
to American literature.

George W. Willilams' “History of the
American Negro,” in two large volumes,
is an Interesting and valuable compila-
tion. Bishop Payne's ‘‘History of the
A. M. E, Church,” Anna J, Cooper's es-
says, A Voice from the South,” Fred-
erick Douglas’ wonderful autobiogra-
phy; the more recent publications by
Booker T. Washington, Professor Du
Boise and the lives of Phillips and Sum-
ner, hy Archibald Grimke, and the liter-
ary productions of Paul Laurence Dun-
bar and Charles Chestnut are represen-
tative of the best things contributed to
American literature by negro authors.
Thege later books are what might be
called the first productions of the negro
in freedom. It is the first literary ut-
terance of the negro who hag heen to
gchool. It is algo prophetic of what may
be expected, It is a promise that au-
thorship of a most interesting and valu-
able kind will dgvelop in the course of
the progressive Iife of the race.—Chica-
go Times-Herald,
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